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FACTS  ABOUT  7.1'CEITA  GARDENS 


'.Vichita  Falls,  Texas 


'iVichita  Gardens. 


Directly  across  the  "Wichita  River  from  Wichita  Falls, 
in  IVichita  County,  Texas,  about  118  miles  northwest  of 
Fort  V.'orth. 

62  houses  with  a  combination  garage  and  storeroom,  a 
cow  barn  and  chicken  house. 

Initiated  by  the  Division  of  Subsistence  Homesteads  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  December,  1933,  the 
Wichita  Gardens  project  was  placed  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Resettlement  Administration  in  May,  1935.  It 
was  completed  August  15  of  that  year.     On  September  1, 
1937,  the  project  was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Farm  Security  Administration. 

A  subsistence  homesteads  project  for  the  resettlement 
of  low-income  families  in  workman-garden  homes,  the 
Wichita  Gardens  community  is  providing  better,  living 
and  housing  conditions  and  is  giving  these  low-income 
industrial  workers  an  opportunity  to  inorease  their  real 
income  through  the  home  production  of  a  major  portion 
of  their  food  supply. 

The  area  selected  for  the  project  site  is  a  223  acre 
flat  tract,  1000  feet  above  sea  level  and  25  feet  above 
the  Wichita  River  level.     The  soil  is  fine  silt  loam 
suitable  for  truck  crops  and  the  cultivation  of  common 
table  vegetables.     Dry  farming  is  successful  but  irri- 
gation is  available  and  generally  used.    Water  is  supplied 
to  the  homesteaders  through  a  project  constructed  dis- 
tribution system  connected  with  the  Wichita  Falls  water 
system.     Sewage  disposal  is  provided  by  individual  septic 
tanks.     Electricity  and  natural  gas  are  furnished  by  a 
private  utility  and  telephone  service  is  available. 
I'ore  than  3  miles  of  gravel  roads  and  a  community  irri- 
gation system  serve  the  project. 

House  Description:  Each  of  the  62  tracts,  ranging  from  2  to  4  acres,  con- 

tains  a  house  and  outbuildings.    Houses  are  of  one-story 
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frame  construction  and  are  built  on  solid  concrete 
foundations.     There  are  no  basements.    Heating  is  by 
small  gas  heaters  placed  in  each  room.    48  houses  are 
of  4  rooms  and  14  of  5  rooms.     Each  house  has  a  kitchen, 
living-room  dining-room  combine ti on,  a  fully  equipped 
bathroom  and  2  or  3  bedrooms. 

The  Homesteaders:  All  the  family  heads  now  in  occuprncy  on  the  project 

~        ~  were  selected  from  the  trades  and  industrial  establish- 

ments of  Wichita  Falls  and  the  vicinity.    A  large 
variety  of  occupations  are  represented,  the  aim  in  the 
selecting  of  the  homesteaders  having  been  to  achieve  a 
balanced  community,  properly  representative  of  the 
diverse  occupations  in  the  city.    At  the  time  of  select- 
ion, 3  of  the  wives  were  employed,  one  as  a  cashier, 
one  as  a  nurse  and  the  third  as  a  saleswoman.    A  majority 
of  the  residents  reported  agricultural  backgrounds, 
many  of  them  having  been  raised  on  farms.     The  educat- 
ional backgrounds  of  the  homesteaders  vary,  16  of  them 
having  attended  college  and  3  report  having  been  graduated. 
Of  the  remainder,  the  education  of  6  was  not  reported 
while  the  others  reported  at  least  elementary  grade 
school  attendance. 

Results  of  Project:  V/ith  the  recent  adjustment  in  prices  on  this  project, 

applications  rre  coming  in  rapidly  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  project  will  be  100  per  cent  occupied  by  September 
15th. 

Those  homesteaders  who  have  resided  on  the  project  since 
its  inception  are  well  pleased  and  the  spirit  is  excellent. 


-ooOoo- 


